CHAPTER X
THE NATIONAL GOVERNMENT,
DURING the period that Mr. Baldwin was harried by the Press, Socialism was disillusioned in the enjoyment of power* The enjoyment of office was to the Labour Government a challenge to realise its theories of the past. Some objective result was expected of a party which had spent so many years in subjective criticism. The test was whether a policy designed in the interests of a class would coincide with the interests of the nation- At a time of easy-going prosperity eccentric theories and sectarian opinions can often prevail in a distractive way, but in the event of a crisis the true interests of the nation must demand first consideration- Reality will not wait on theory or opinion, It was because an inevitable crisis was approaching that political events turned towards a coalition of despair, England "bleeding to death" since 1906 had some day to discover the nature and extent of the haemorrhage. It was a bitter moment for those Socialists, who found that the situation was too precarious to withstand their drastic remedies; and a source of some trouble to the harassed Mr. Baldwin who had a shrewd idea of the cause of the crisis, but had had neither the faith nor the courage during five years to effect a remedy.
Mr. Baldwin's fall from the strong and simple path to the deviations of tactics has been, already criticised. Having failed during those years when he enjoyed supreme nominal power, he could in 1930 measure his own capabilities in opposition. If he still wished to affect the affairs of the
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